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Use these discussion questions in your classroom 
to engage more deeply with the story.
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•	 Anna Hibiscus feels many 
emotions as she prepares to 
sing for the visiting president. 
Name them and describe how 
she handles them. Have you 
ever been in a situation where 
you had to be brave? Who 
helped you? What emotions 
did you feel?

•	 How do you know that hair is 
important to Anna’s family? 
What are Anna’s feelings 
about her own hair? What do 
you think of how Anna solves 
her problem with her hair? 
How does she feel about 
herself once she gets her hair 
styled as she wants? What is 
beautiful about your own hair?

•	 When Anna’s family loses 
electricity, how do they make 

the most of the situation? 
What are they able to notice 
and enjoy during the time 
when the lights are out? 
What do they miss when the 
generator comes on?

•	 Think about the choice Anna 
Hibiscus makes to tell her 
grandparents what happened 
to the generator. What does 
she think about as she makes 
her decision? How does her 
choice impact others? Do 
you think she made the right 
choice? What would you have 
done in this situation?

•	 How is Anna Hibiscus similar 
to you? What qualities does 
she have that you admire or 
find interesting?
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