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ABOUT YOU DON'T KNOW EVERYTHING, JILLY P!

ALEX GINO

AVARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF GEQRCE

Jilly thinks she's figured out how life works. But when her sister, Emma, is born Deaf, she realizes

how much she still has to learn. The world is going to treat Jilly, who is white and hearing,
differently from Emma, just as it will treat them both differently from their Black cousins.

YO U A A big fantasy reader, Jilly makes a connection online with another fantasy fan, Derek, who is a
D O N ) '|' / Deaf, Black ASL user. She goes to Derek for help with Emma but doesn’t always know the best

way or time to ask for it.

K N OW / As she and Derek meet in person, have some really fun conversations, and become friends,
Jilly makes some mistakes . .. but comes to understand that it's up to her, not Derek, to figure out

JILLY P1

/

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. The night her sister is born, Jilly imagines how she will
teach her to make special JP PB&J sandwiches. Why do
you think this is something Jilly is excited about sharing
with her sister?

When Jilly finds out her sister is Deaf, she can't wait to tell

her online friend profoundinoaktown. How does he react

to Jilly’s news? Is his reaction what Jilly expected? Why do

you think he reacted this way?

Jilly doesn’t want to wait to learn sign language, but her
parents don't seem as eager as she is. Discuss why you
think her parent's reactions might be different than hers.

Who is James Dupree? Why does his story matter to Aunt

Alicia? Does his story matter to Jilly?

When they visit the first audiologist, she has some very
strict advice for how to interact with baby Emma. Does it

seem like this is the best way to interact with a Deaf baby?

What are some things Jilly and her family find frustrating
about this advice?

Jilly's family has some hard conversations during
Thanksgiving. What are some things that they learn from

each other? How do you think Jilly’s family could have had

a better and more honest conversation with each other?

Aunt Alicia tells Jilly, “Progress brings some dark times,
but it's still better than not growing at all.” (p. 124)

Discuss what you think this means and if you think it's true.

Aunt Joanne says, “But there's a difference between

uncomfortable and unsafe.” (p. 129) What does she mean?

Can you think of an example of a situation where this is
true?

How does Jilly feel meeting Derek in person for the first

time? In what ways does meeting Derek in person change

how Jilly feels about him?

how to do better next time—especially when she wants to be there for Derek the most.

. Jilly's dad and Macy often talk to each other just

using “initialisms.” What are some other ways people
communicate? Can you think of other examples of this
from the book?

. When Karina visits Jilly's family, her advice is very different

than the advice from the first audiologist. Describe the
differences in their advice.

. Jilly sometimes hurts Derek unintentionally. Think about a

time you have hurt someone else's feelings. What did you
do to try to fix the situation? How does Jilly try to fix things
with Derek?

. Jilly wants to talk to her family about racism. Some of

them talk to her, but others don't. Why does Jilly think it's
important to discuss racism? Why does she keep trying to
have this conversation with her family?

. What does Jilly think she might want to do when she grows

up? What's helped her make that decision? What are some
things you want to do when you grow up? What helped
you make that decision?

. Talk about why Jilly goes to the vigil for Jessica Johnson.

Do you think Jilly would have the same reactions to
Jessica's death at the beginning of the book as she does at
the end? What changed?

. This book ends with a scene that takes place three years

after the main action. Write a scene about what you think
might happen in the future for Jilly and her family and
friends.

. What are some ways in which Jilly's experiences in life

different from Derek’s or Emma’s? When does she realize
that their interactions with the world will always be
different?




ABOUT GEORGE
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She knows she's a girl.

ALEX GINO

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

Melissa and Rick used to be friends, but something
changed when Jeff moved to town. Why do you think
Rick changed? How could he try to be a better friend to
Melissa?

Melissa wants to talk to her mom about how she feels
and who she is, but she’s not sure how to. What are some
things that her mom did that made it more difficult for
Melissa to talk to her? What are some things she did that
made it possible for Melissa to finally open up?

Do you think it's fair that the boys and girls can't try out
for the same parts in the play? How does it make you feel
when people say that some things (like pink or blue) are
only for boys or girls?

Why doesn't Melissa want one of the other roles Ms. Udell
offers?

Melissa finally decides to stand up to Jeff after she hears
him making fun of Charlotte. Why do you think Melissa
cares so much about Charlotte?

Kelly says, “Ms. Udell is wrong. You should be Charlotte.”
(p. 134) Do you agree with Kelly? Should Melissa have a
chance to be Charlotte too?

When Melissa tells her family the truth about herself, her
mother and brother have different reactions. How do they
react? How does it make Melissa feel?

At the end of the performance of the play, Melissa thinks:
“Charlotte was dead, but George was alive in a way she
had never imagined.” What does this mean?

Principal Maldonado tells Melissa’s mom, “Well, you

can't control who your children are, but you can certainly
support them, am | right?” (p. 160) Do you think Melissa’s
mom understands what she means? Why does Principal
Maldonado tell her this?

The unforgettable debut from Stonewall Award winner, Alex Gino.

When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows she’s not a boy.

George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their
class play is going to be Charlotte’s Web. George really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte.
But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part. .. because she’s a boy.

With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with a plan. Not just so she can be
Charlotte—but so everyone can know who she is, once and for all.

BE WHO YQU /

. Melissa's mom says, “I just dont want you to make your

road any harder than it has to be.” (p. 170) What are some
ways Melissa’s life is already hard? Can you think of some
ways her life might be made easier?

. Why do you think Melissa’s mom gives her back her bag

full of magazines?

. The morning she and Kelly are going to the zoo, Melissa

gets up early and goes out to swing. Talk about how you
think the swinging makes her feel and why she has chosen
to start her day that way.

. Kelly doesn’t have to ask Melissa to pose for any pictures

during their zoo day. Why do you think that is? What things
are different for Melissa that day?

. The tagline for George is: “Be Who You Are.” Discuss what

this means to you. What are some ways that you can be
who you are? What are some ways that you can support
other people in being who they are?

. Who in the book would you try to be like if a friend told

you something they were nervous to share? Who would
you try not to be like? What did those people do that was
helpful or hurtful?

. Why is Melissa’s name important to her? Why are names or

nicknames important? What power does using someone's
name hold? How does the author use pronouns in this
book for Melissa in narration and in dialogue, and how did
that affect your understanding of her as a character?

Note: These questions about the main character in this book
use her chosen name, Melissa, and her pronouns: she/her.
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RESOURCES

Further Reading for You Don’t Know Everything, Jilly P!
We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, edited by Wade Hudson and Cheryl Willis Hudson

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick https://www.wonderstruckthebook.com/home.htm
including The History of Deaf Culture and Sign Language https://www.wonderstruckthebook.com/essay_deaf-culture.htm

She Stood for Freedom: The Untold Story of a Civil Rights Hero, Joan Trumpauer Mulholland by Loki Mulholland and Angela Fairwell, lllustrated by
Charlotta Janssen https://deseretbook.com/p/she-stood-for-freedom-5148345?variant_id=136855-hardcover

American Sign Language University http://lifeprint.com

ASL Nook http://asinook.com

Signing Savvy https://www.signingsavvy.com

Why Ally Is a Verb, Not a Noun by Invictus Animus http://darahoffmanfox.com/why-ally-is-verb-not-a-noun/
Watch Ayisha Knight-Shaw demonstrate the name sign she gave Derek: http://www.alexgino.com/jillyp/

Let's Talk! Discussing Race, Racism and Other Difficult Topics with Students from Teaching Tolerance
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/lets-talk

Race Talk: Engaging Young People in Conversations about Race and Racism
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/race-talk-engaging-young-people-in-conversations-about

How Should | Talk About Race in My Mostly White Classroom
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/how-should-i-talk-about-race-in-my-mostly-white-classroom

Culturally Responsive Teaching & The Brain https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2016/10/20/crt-the-brain/ https://crtandthebrain.com
5 Tips for Being an Ally from Franchesca Ramsey YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dg86g-QIMO

Article with her points summarized:
https://www.bustle.com/articles/53103-franchesca-ramseys-5-tips-on-how-to-be-a-good-ally-pay-attention-privileged-people

Showing Up For Racial Justice Resource Guide http://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/resources.html

Further Reading for George

They, She, He, Me: Free to Bel by Maya & Matthew http://www.reflectionpress.com/our-books/they-she-he-me/

The Gender Wheel: A Story About Bodies and Gender for Every Body by Maya Gonzalez http://www.reflectionpress.com/our-books/the-gender-wheel/
Sex Is a Funny Word: A Book About Bodies, Feelings, and YOU by Cory Silverberg https://www.corysilverberg.com/sex-is-a-funny-word/

Being Jazz by Jazz Jennings

Lumberjanes by Noelle Stevenson & various authors (multiple volumes)

The Genderbread Person https://www.genderbread.org

TransKids Purple Rainbow Foundation http://www.transkidspurplerainbow.org

How to Use Gender-Neutral Words https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-to-use-gender-neutral-words

ABQUT THE AUTHOR

Alex Gino loves glitter, ice cream, gardening, awe-ful puns, and stories that reflect the diversity and
complexity of being alive. George is their first novel and You Don’t Know Everything, Jilly P! is their second.
For more about Alex, please visit alexgino.com.

Praise for George Praise for You Don’t Know Everything, Jilly P!

Kk Booklist A necessary and rewarding addition
K Kirkus Reviews ) to any middle-grade collection.”
X Publishers Weekly —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

G‘E@ R E % School Library Journal

Stonewall Book Award
Lambda Literary Award
E. B. White Honor Book JILLY P! ‘ —Publishers Weekly, starred review

ALEX GINO CBC Children’s Choice Book Award
(Debut Author) %A heartfelt and needed story about

PB: 978-0-545-81257-3 National Parenting Publications Awards HC: 978-0-545-95624-6 white privilege, intent vs. impaCt,

224 pages . 256 pages . .

and respecting cultural differences.
HC: 978-0-545-81254.2  Silver Award Also available in ebook pecting }
208 pages NCTE Charlotte Huck Award and audio formats. —School Library Journal, starred review

Also available in ebook Recommended Book Ages 8-12
and audio formats. ILA Notable Books for a Global Society
Ages 8-12

%A novel that carries a strong
everything, social message.”
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